A needle free system for cervical lymphatic mapping and sentinel node biopsy in oral squamous cell carcinoma.
The techniques of lymphatic mapping and sentinel node biopsy are finding increasing utility in the management of the loco-regional lymphatics in many areas of oncology. Our unit is currently investigating their feasibility in relation to the management of the clinically node negative neck in oral squamous cell carcinoma. In order to reduce patient discomfort, and to remove the possibility of sharps injury, particularly in the high-risk patient, we report the use of a needle free device for the intra-oral delivery of the radiopharmaceutical. We believe that this is the first report using such a device in the oral cavity for the purpose of lymphoscintigraphy, and that it has significant advantages over the conventional hypodermic needle in certain patient groups.